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“Mr. President and Gentlemen of the 
Convention. 
If we could first know where we are, and 
whither we are tending, we could then better judge what to do, and how to do it. We 
are now far into the fifth year, since a policy was initiated, with the avowed object, and 
confident promise, of putting an end to slavery agitation. Under the operation of that 
policy, that agitation has not only, not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In my 
opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have been reached, and passed.  
"A house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot endure, 
permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved -- I do 
not expect the house to fall -- but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become 
all one thing or all the other. 
Either the opponents of slavery, will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where 
the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its 
advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike lawful in all the States, old as 
well as new -- North as well as South.” 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
“The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in connection with Senator Douglas' 
"care-not" policy, constitute the piece of machinery, in its present state of 
advancement. This was the third point gained. The working points of that machinery 
are: 
First, that no negro slave, imported as such from Africa, and no descendant of such 
slave can ever be a citizen of any State, in the sense of that term as used in the 
Constitution of the United States. This point is made in order to deprive the negro, in 
every possible event, of the benefit of this provision of the United States Constitution, 
which declares that-- "The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several States." 



Secondly, that "subject to the Constitution of the United States," neither Congress nor 
a Territorial Legislature can exclude slavery from any United States Territory. This 
point is made in order that individual men may fill up the territories with slaves, without 
danger of losing them as property, and thus to enhance the chances of permanency to 
the institution through all the future. 
Thirdly, that whether the holding a negro in actual slavery in a free State, makes him 
free, as against the holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will leave to be 
decided by the courts of any slave State the negro may be forced into by the master. 
This point is made, not to be pressed immediately; but, if acquiesced in for a while, and 
apparently indorsed by the people at an election, then to sustain the logical conclusion 
that what Dred Scott's master might lawfully do with Dred Scott, in the free State of 
Illinois, every other master may lawfully do with any other one, or one thousand slaves, 
in Illinois, or in any other free State.” 


