
NAME: __________________________  DATE: _______  PERIOD: ______ 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:PART I: THE STORY 
  
Imagine yourself as a slave who has decided to 
make an escape to freedom in the northern states. 
Your goal is to cross the Mason-Dixon Line. How 
would you have gone about it? Write a story 
describing your efforts to escape to freedom. You will be running from the Shenandoah Valley in, 
Virginia. You will be running from the Bushong farm near New Market. (See map for details.) Your 
owner is named Mr. Bushong. You will be one of Mr. Bushong’s two slaves. In 1860, he owned a 
male slave (23) and a female slave (20) The female slave had a baby less than three years old.  
 
• You may write your story in first person - as if it is happening to you; or you may write your story 

in third person - as if you were outside watching the action occur. You may choose to run by 
yourself, or with your family. 

• Because you must run only at night, you can not travel more than ten miles in a day (See 
maps.) Obviously, your escape will take you more than just a couple of days! You may choose 
to run to Canada and not just to the Mason-Dixon Line. You might be able to find the 
Underground Railroad in Pennsylvania, or farther north, but not likely in Virginia. As long as you 
complete all the required components, you do not have to successfully escape to freedom. You 
can get caught and taken back, and still earn an "exceed standard" on the assignment. 

 
REQUIRED ORGANIZATIONAL QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THE 
BEGINNNING OF YOUR STORY: 
 
• What time of year are you leaving? 
• What was the "final straw" that led you to run? 
• How many other people are joining you (if any?) 

D irections 
 In this assignment, you will be asked to do a creative writing story.  This assignment will take 
considerable thought and effort, so plan ahead accordingly.  

WRITING 
ASSIGNMENT: 
THE RUNAWAY 
SLAVE  



REQUIRED HAZARDS THAT YOU MUST DEAL WITH AT SOME POINT 
DURING YOUR STORY: 
 
BLOODHOUNDS - How are you going to escape the dogs? Nearly every master kept 
bloodhounds around just to track down runaway slaves. They can follow your smell for miles. How 
would you escape them? 
FOOD - What are you going to eat? You can't carry enough food for the whole trip - it would be too 
heavy. You can't depend on hunting - you weren't allowed to handle guns, and it would take too 
much time to hunt. 
GETTING LOST - How do you know where you are going? You can't read. You can't read a map 
even if you had one. And you probably have never been more than twenty or thirty miles from 
home. 
RIVER CROSSINGS - Your route crosses many rivers and swamps. You must incorporate river 
crossings into your story. 
FATIGUE - Running away was incredibly exhausting. Your clothes would be ripped and tattered, 
your feet swollen and probably bleeding. Your story must show that you are aware and deal with 
such dangers. 
PATTYROLLERS - A pattyroller is a white man who patrols the local roads at night looking for 
slaves caught off the plantation without a written pass. Often he would get a reward for catching a 
runaway. Sometimes he would beat a captured slave. What would you do if you ran into a 
pattyroller? 
HOUSE SLAVES - Be careful who you trust. Some blacks would turn you in to the master instead 
of helping you. Some would do it for the reward. Some would do it out of loyalty. House servants, 
as a rule, tended to be more loyal to the master than field hands. In other words, if you went up to 
a slave house on a strange plantation, you can't be sure if they will help you or turn you in. 
 
PART II: THE VOCABULARY 
 
In order to show me that you understand the life of a slave, I am going to require you to use 
correctly a minimum of TWELVE (12) of the following vocabulary words that you learned in class: 
 
PLANTATION  |  MASTER |  WHIP |  COWHIDE |  BIG HOUSE |  SLAVE ROW |  FIELD HANDS 
HOUSE SERVANT |  OVERSEER |  HOE GANG |  WHEAT |  CORN |  COOKHOUSE |  ROOT 
CELLAR | SMOKEHOUSE |  PATTYROLLER |  BLOODHOUNDS |  NORTH STAR |  
CORNBREAD |  MOLASSES |  BACON |  VALLEY PIKE |  SHENANDOAH VALLEY  | 
SHENANDOAH RIVER | 
 
PART III: THE MAPS 
 
In order to assure that you understand the map reading, you will be required to specifically refer to 
at least three (3) places marked on the maps given to you.  
 
PART III: THE END PRODUCT 
I’m looking for a story that is about 8 or 10 pages long minimum. Give the story a title, a cover 
page, and a folder or plastic sleeve. 
 



STANDARDS FOR GRADING THIS ESCAPED SLAVE STORY: 
 
GRADE C: 
 
1. The requirements for a "c" are the same as for a "b" except that one of two minor 
omissions can be tolerated as well as a slightly lower level of overall quality. 
 
GRADE B: 
 
1. Your story realistically deals with all seven (7) required hazards. 
2. Your story answers all four (4) of the organizational questions	
 
3. Your story uses a minimum of twelve (12) of the vocabulary words listed in part four 
above.  
3. Your story makes reference to at least three (3) places on the included map. 
4. Your story shows flow and action, and a capable grasp of the hazards of running away 
from the plantation. 
 
GRADE A: 
 
1. Your story meets the requirements for a "b". 
2. Your story contains the following additions: 
 a. Sixteen (16) of the vocabulary words instead of eight (8). 
 b. Five (5) locations on your maps instead of three (3). 
3. Your story shows a realistic and exciting flow from start to finish.  
4. You demonstrate and exceptional grasp of the problems of running away from a 
plantation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHOTOS OF THE BUSHONG FARM TO ASSIST WITH YOUR ESCAPED SLAVE 
STORY 

 
The Bushong Farm near New 
Market, Virginia. Mr. Bushong 
lived in the “Big House” in the 
foreground. 
 
1860  Census records show 
three slaves lived here – a male 
and a female, and a baby. 
 
The male slave may have 
worked in the family blacksmith 
business (they had a shop right 
on the Valley Turnpike across 
from the main house). He also 
probably tended livestock, the 
wheat and corn fields out back, 
and the apple orchard right 
behind his living quarters above 
the kitchen. 
 

 
The “back yard” 
of the Bushong 
Farm. 
 

1. The “old” 
Big House 
where the 
son and his 
wife live. 
 

2. The “summer” 
kitchen with 
dinner bell on a 
pole. (Cooking 
outdoors was 
cooler in the 
summer.) 
 
3. The main 
kitchen. The 
slave family slept 
above the 
kitchen. 

 
4. The “ice house” – used to keep food items cooler, and to store ice.   
5.  The smokehouse is just out of the picture to the right. Used to store and smoke hams. 
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This is the 
hearth in the 
main kitchen. 
The female 
slave owned 
by the family 
would have 
spent much of 
her time here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The sleeping loft 
above the main 
kitchen is where 
the Bushong’s 
slave family would 
have slept. There 
is a set of stairs 
that come up from 
the kitchen to this 
area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MAPS TO GUIDE YOU IN YOUR ESCAPED SLAVE STORY ASSIGNMENT 

 
 
 
The black dot on the map at right 
shows the general location of the 
Bushong Farm on a simplified map of 
Virginia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
At left is an aerial 
photo of the 
Bushong Farm as 
it looks today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Big House”è 

çBluffs overlooking the North 
Fork of the Shenandoah River 

The Bushong Orchard î 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This map shows the general route of your escape to toward freedom. New Market 
(and the Bushong Farm), is about fifteen miles south of Edinburg. The town of 
Winchester at the top of the map (population 4,400) was about halfway to “free 
soil” In Pennsylvania. 

çAccording to the 
scale at left, it is about  
six miles from Edinburg 
to Woodstock. 

ç The dotted line represents the 
route of the famous “Valley Pike” – an 
all-weather road that ran up and 
down the Valley. It was a busy route 
and a runaway slave was likely to be 
noticed there.  

Edinburg  


