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[Ed. note: Susan Magoffin’s diary is one of 
the most important primary sources on the 
Santa Fe Trail.  Young wife of a Santa Fe 
trader, she was the first Anglo-American 
woman to go west on the trail. In this 
excerpt she describes Santa Fe and her 
house in the newly conquered city.] 
 
Santa Fe.  August 31st 1846.  It is really hard to realize it, that I am here in my own house, in a place 
to where I once would have thought it folly to think of visiting.  I have entered the city in a year that will 
always be remembered by my countrymen; and under the “Star-spangled banner’ too, the first 
American lady, who has come under such auspices, and some of our company seem disposed to 
make me the first under any circumstances that ever crossed the Plains. 
 
We arrived last night, and at such a late hour it was rather difficult for me to form any idea of the city.  

I know it is situated in a valley; and is 
to be seen from the top of a long hill, 
down which I walked; this leads into 
“the street,” which as in any other city 
has squares; but I must say they are 
singularly occupied.  On one square 
may be a dwelling-house, a church or 
something of the kind, and immediately 
opposite to it occupying the whole 
square is a cornfield, the ornament to a 
city, that.  A river runs through the 
place affording me a fair opportunity to 
enjoy that luxury to the fullest extent.  
The church is situated at the Western 
end, and though I cannot answer for 



the grandeur of the inner side - to say nothing of the “outer walls” - I can vouch for its being well 
supplied with bells, which are chiming, it seems to me, all the time; both night and day..... 
 
....Nuestra casa [our house] is situated under the shadow of “la inglesia” [the church], and quite a nice 
little place it is.  We have four rooms including la cochina [the kitchen], out own chamber, storage 
room, and the reception room, parlour, dining-room, and in short room of all work.  This is a long 
room with dirt floor (as they all have) plank ceiling, and nicely white-washed sides. 
 
Around one half to the height of six feet is tacked what may be called a screen, for it protects ones 
back from the white wash, if he should chance to lean against it; it is made of calico, bound at each 
edge, and looks quite fixy;  the seats which are mostly cushioned benches, are placed against it - the 
floor too at the same end of the room is covered with a kind of Mexican carpeting; made of wool & 
coloured black and white only.  In short we may consider this great hall as two rooms, for one half of it 
is carpeted and furnished for the parlour, while the other half has a naked floor, the dining table and 
all things attached to that establishment to occupy it.  Our chamber, at one end of the “big room,” is a 
nice cool little room, with two windows, which we can darken, or make light at pleasure, and I must 
say it is truly pleasant to follow after the Mexican style, which is after dinner [lunch] to close the 
shutters and take a short siesta; it both refreshens the mind and body, one is then prepared, without 
fatigue, of the morning’s labours, to go about the duties of the evening. 
 


