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[Ed. Note: This account was lost for nearly 
one hundred years after the famous gunfight 
in Tombstone..  The information undoubtedly 
came from Sheriff Johnny Behan - an 
eyewitness to the most famous gunfight in 
western history.  Although Behan was no 
friend to the Earps, his account confirms almost exactly what Wyatt Earp told the Judge 
Spicer who investigated the incident.  The judge ruled the killings were justified, and 
historians and western history buffs have been arguing the point ever since 1881.  This 
account is reprinted from the book Inventing Wyatt Earp by Allen Barra.] 
  
  
 The 26th of October, 1881, will always be marked as one of the crimson days in the annals of 
Tombstone, a day when blood flowed as water, and human life was held as a shuttlecock, a day 
always to be remembered as witnessing the bloodiest and deadliest streetfight that has ever occurred 
in this place, or probably in the Territory.... 
 
....It was now about two o’clock, and at this time sheriff Behan appeared upon the scene and told 
Marshal Earp that if he disarmed his posse, composed of Morgan and Wyatt Earp, and Doc Holliday, 
he would go down to the O.K. Corral, where Ike and Billy Clanton and Frank and Tom McLowry were 
and disarm them.  The marshal did not desire to do this until assured that there was no danger of an 
attack from the other party. 
 
The sheriff went to the corral and told the Cowboys that they must put their arms away and not have 
any trouble. Ike Clanton an Tom McLowry said they were not armed, and Frank McLowry said he 
would not lay his aside.  In the meantime the marshal had concluded to go and, if possible, end the 
matter by disarming them, and as he and his posse came down Fremont Street towards the corral, 
the sheriff stepped out and said: “Hold up boys, don’t go down there or there will be trouble; I have 
been down there to disarm them”  But they passed on, and when within a few feet of them the 
marshal said to the Clantons and McLowrys; ”Throw up your hands boys, I intend to disarm you.” 
As he spoke Frank McLowry made a motion to draw his revolver, when Wyatt Earp pulled his and 
shot him, the ball striking on the right side of his abdomen.  About the same time Doc Holliday shot 
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Tom McLowry in the right side, using a short shotgun, such as is carried by Wells-Fargo & Co.’s 
messengers.  In the meantime Billy Clanton had shot at Morgan Earp, the ball passing through the 
left shoulder blade across his back, just grazing the backbone and coming out at the shoulder, the 
ball remaining inside of his shirt.  He fell to the ground but in an instant gathered himself, and raising 
in a sitting position fired at  Frank McLowry as he crossed Fremont Street, and at the same instant 
Doc Holliday shot at him, both balls taking effect, either of which would have proved fatal, as one 
struck him in the right temple and the other in the left breast.  As he started across the street 
however, he pulled his gun down on Holliday saying, “I’ve got you now.” “Blaze away!  You’re a daisy 
if you do,” replied Doc.  This shot of McLowry’s passed through Holliday’s pocket, just grazing the 
skin. 
 
While this was going on Billy Canton had shot Virgil Earp in the right leg, the ball passing through he 
calf, inflicting a severe flesh wound.  In turn he had been shot by Morgan Earp in the right side of the  
abdomen, and twice by Virgil Earp, once in the right wrist and once in the left breast.  Soon after the 
shooting commenced Ike Clanton ran through the O.K. Corral, across Allen Street into Kellogg’s 
saloon, and thence into Toughnut Street where he was arrested and taken to the county jail. The 
firing altogether didn’t occupy more than twenty-five seconds, during which time thirty shots were 
fired. 
 

 
 


